Malignant potential of positive peritoneal cytology in endometrial cancer.
To investigate the malignant potential of positive peritoneal cytology in endometrial cancer. Fifty patients with clinical stage I-II endometrial cancer in whom the disease was completely surgically resected and positive peritoneal smears were found at surgery formed the study population. In these patients, a tube for cytologic analyses was inserted into the peritoneal cavity when closing the abdomen. The peritoneal cavity was irrigated with physiologic saline, and washings were obtained through the tube 7 and 14 days after the operation. Persistence of positive peritoneal cytology was observed in four of seven patients with adnexal metastasis, zero of nine patients with nodal disease, and one of 34 patients with disease confined to the uterus, for a total of 10% (5 of 50). In the remaining 45 (90%) patients, no malignant cells were found in any of the washings. The current series suggests that endometrial cancer cells found in the peritoneal cavity usually disappear within a short time and seem to have a low malignant potential. It also seems that only malignant cells from special cases, such as adnexal metastasis, may be capable of independent growth, and are possibly associated with intraperitoneal recurrence.